THE GOLDEN LOTUS	17
The next day he sent off in advance the loads and his baggage
and procured a passport so that his things might be cleared
through all the stages on the way. When he had attended
to these details he went to see the Lady of the Vase and his
little son Kuan Ko,
"Take care of yourself," he said to the Lady of the Vase.
"Whenever you need any medicine, just send somebody to
Doctor Jen. I shall be back before long."
The Lady of the Vase said good-bye to him with tears in
her eyes. "Be careful on the way," she said to him. Then she
went with him to the great hall where the Moon Lady, Tower
of Jade, Golden Lotus, and the others were waiting. All
together they escorted him to the gate. Hsi-m&i got into a
light sedan-chair and, with the four boys on horseback, set
out for the Eastern Capital. Every day they ix>se early to
continue their journey and every night they rested at an inn
or post-stage. The scenery was delightful. The travellers
they met were mostly civil and military officers going with
their presents to the Capital to congratulate the Imperial Tutor
on his birthday.
In ten days they reached the Capital. They entered by the
Gate of Ten Thousand Blessings, and, as it was late, they
went straight to the Arch of Dragon Virtue to see Chai.
When the Comptroller heard that Hsi-men Ch'ing had
come he hurried out to welcome 4iim. They 'greeted one
another and tea was served. Hsi-mSn Ch'ing told Tai An to
have the baggage brought in, but Chai bade his own servants
attend to it. A banquet was served in honour of Hsi-mSn's
arrival. A table of carved horn was^ set and the^e were some
very rare dishes. It would have been perfection if only there
had been dragons' livers and phoenix marrow* Even the
Imperial Tutor himself could not have done better. The
servants brought wine. Chai offered a cup to Heaven, then to
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing. Hsi-mgn offered a cup in return. Fruits
and dishes followed one another like water ^flowing in a
stream.
After drinking two cups of wine, Hsi-men Ch'ing said:
"I have come specially to celebrate his Eminence's birthday
and have brought with me a few trifling gifts for him. But I am
afraid he may refuse them, and, to be candid, I should like

